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DISCUSSION GUIDE 

1. Read Job 3:25-26 a few times as you ponder and pray over what Job was saying and feeling. What 
are you most afraid could happen to you? Has it ever come upon you? How did you handle that 
blast? If it hasn’t happened, what do you think it would mean to be prepared for the day when it 
might come? 

2. Do you agree or disagree with this statement, When suffering sandblasts us to the core, the true 
stuff of which we are made is revealed.  

3. Read Job 1:9-11. Satan was certain that Job followed God only because God blessed him. Satan 
believes that if he had a chance to mess up your life, that you too, would curse God. Satan would 
love to bet on your life. That’s why this story is in the Bible. Do you follow God because of his 
blessings or because he is God? How can you or anyone else, really know the answer…how can 
you really know if you love the gift over the Giver? Have you ever been tested in this? Please 
explain. 

4. Read Job 1:20-21. God’s intent through Job is to show that a believer can love God without 
selfishness. Give an example of when you have chosen to surrender to God and follow him 
when you faced pain and suffering.  

5. Job’s wife and his friends failed him. They couldn’t accept mystery. We must learn to accept and 
live with mystery. What does this say to us who have opportunity to be with and care for 
someone in suffering? What should we learn from their failures? What is empathy? And how 
do we navigate between speaking truth and love?  

6. God’s character is worthy of our worship no matter what. How does your response to suffering 
demonstrate that this is true or false?  

7. Read and respond to Joni Erickson Tada’s confession: Suffering lobs a hand-grenade into our 
self-centeredness, blasting our soul bare—but then, we can be better bonded to the Savior…I’m 
convinced my response to my wheelchair has a direct bearing on my capacity for joy, worship, and 
serve in heaven. Of all the things I may waste here on earth, I do not want to waste my 
quadriplegia! Earth provides my one chance to give my savior a “sacrifice of praise,” 
demonstrating to the heavenlies that Jesus Christ is supremely worthy of my loyalty and love. 
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SUMMARY 
Job 3:25 // What I feared has come upon me; what I dreaded has happened to me.  
When suffering sandblasts us to the core, the true stuff of which we are made is revealed. 

Job 23:10 // But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold. 

These two verses are the bookends of Job’s suffering. Job had stellar character. He had already 
considered the “what-ifs” in life.  

Another world appears in Job 1:6-11. We see all that’s going on behind the scenes. God points 
out Job’s blameless and upright character to Satan. But Satan counters: Don’t You understand 
why people believe in You? Job is good because You bless him. Take away the trappings and 
Job will curse You!  

Job 1:12 // The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on 
the man himself do not lay a finger.” 

Understand what is going on with this wager. God’s intent is to show that a believer can love 
God without selfishness. The pursuit of God is to be independent of His blessings. Never 
confuse the giver from His gifts. 

Satan’s thesis: All godliness is ultimately grounded in selfishness. Take away what feeds self 
and there will be nothing left for God. Satan believes this about you! Satan believes that if he 
had a chance to mess up your life, that you, too, would curse God. Satan would love to bet on 
your life. That’s why this story is in the Bible. 

Pain throws people off track in life more than anything else. (How could a good God allow so 
much suffering?) The way we respond to pain affects others. It’s a powerful opportunity to 
spread the fragrance of Christ and to give Him glory in our suffering.  

When Job received news that he had lost everything, including his children, he fell to the 
ground in worship. He had determined his response ahead of time, as he thought through the 
“what-ifs” (3:25). 

Satan was not impressed. He challenged God once again: “Stretch out your hand and strike his 
flesh and bones, and he will surely curse you to your face.” So the Lord said, “Very well, then, he 
is in your hands; but you must spare his life.” (2:4-6)  

Job’s suffering: itching and open sores, feelings of terror, maggots feeding in the ulcers, 
sleeplessness, nightmares, depression, putrid foul breath, failing vision, rotting teeth, weeping 
uncontrollably, emaciated, fever, corrosion of bones, blackening of and falling off of skin. 
Job’s wife: “Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!” He replied, “You are 
talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” In all this Job 
did not sin in what he said. 

Job’s friends: For 7 days they wept for Job. This is the only thing they did right. Then they 
accused him of sin. Their theology: God is just, so He is giving you evil because of the evil you 
have done. Their solution: repent. These friends had God in a box, believing He had to act in a 
certain way. Their theology was shaped by selfishness. They couldn’t handle a world or a God 
that could not be explained. They couldn’t accept mystery. 
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Job’s Response: I am as just as a man can be. I have done no wrong and if I were to repent of 
anything – that in itself would be sin. (He would only be repenting for relief, and that would be 
selfish.) 

In the end, God is angry with Job’s friends for holding to the equity theory. They had no idea 
what was really going on and just tried to offer answers from their box. *This is a good 
reminder for us to do much thinking and praying before we try to give advice to someone in 
pain. We have no idea what God is doing. 

Job’s Sin: Job is so certain of his innocence that he concludes that God is unjust. He crosses a 
line and becomes arrogant, insubordinate and demanding. Job condemned God in order to 
justify himself. He made a wrong assumption – that God is obligated to answer our questions 
and if He doesn’t, then that means there is something wrong with Him. 

God won the wager again, and Job received more than he ever had. The book never answers 
the questions of why people suffer. But it does answer the question of how people should 
respond to it – perseverance. 

Joni Erickson Tada: Forty four years ago, when I snapped my neck under the weight of a dive 
into shallow water, permanent and total paralysis smashed me up against the study of God. 
Suffering lobs a hand-grenade into our self-centeredness, blasting our soul bare – but then, we 
can be better bonded to the Savior. Our afflictions have helped make us holy. And we are 
never more like Christ – never more filled with His joy, peace, and power – than when sin is 
uprooted from our lives. I’m convinced my response to my wheelchair has a direct bearing on 
my capacity for joy, worship, and service in heaven. Of all the things I may waste here on earth, 
I do not want to waste my quadriplegia! Earth provides my one chance to give my savior a 
“sacrifice of praise,” demonstrating to the heavenlies that Jesus Christ is supremely worthy of 
my loyalty and love. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, Forgive me for my selfishness and for not living in complete surrender 
to Your will. Who am I to say anything but “Thank You” for what You allow to come into my life! I 
want to be willing to accept from You whatever will mold my soul into the image of Christ and 
bring You glory. Whatever my circumstances, I desire to honor Your sovereignty, praise Your 
name, and bow my life in worship. In the name of Jesus, who strengthens me, Amen. 
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